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The Turkey River Safari was created by:
• Turkey River Recreational Corridor Board
• Clayton County Conservation
• Fayette County Conservation
With gratitude towards:
• Winneshiek County Driftless Safari (driftless-safari.org)
• AJ Perling (Snowball Creative Services)
• Northeast Iowa Resource Conservation & Development
• Clayton County Conservation staff
• Fayette County Conservation staff
• Clermont Public Library
• Elgin Public Library
• Elkader Public Library
• Hawkeye Public Library
• West Union Public Library
• Osborne Welcome Center
• Gilbertson Nature Center

Thank you for joining us on our
2022 Turkey River Safari
adventure!

WELCOME
Welcome to the 2022 Turkey River Safari! From Memorial
Day to Labor Day, this is a summer-long adventure that will
take you and your family to new and favorite places along the
Turkey River Corridor. The Turkey River Recreational Corridor
is a joint effort between Fayette and Clayton counties and the
communities of Clermont, Elgin, Elkader, and Motor Mill
Historic Site. As one of Iowa’s Great Places, the Turkey River
Recreational Corridor is working to create great outdoor
adventures throughout the Turkey River Valley.
This is your guidebook. You may visit the sites in any order, and
we highly recommend for you to be creative in the ways you
get to each site when it is safe to do so—try bike riding on the
trails, roller blading, or even paddling!
At each site, you’ll be looking for a post like this.
The symbols on the pages of this book match the
symbols on the rubbing post you will find at specified
safari sites. Make a rubbing–crayons work best—in the
space provided on the page.
Enjoy! Each site is a chance for you and your family and
friends to grow closer, play outside, learn some history,
and enjoy the beauty of the Turkey River Corridor!

Site information

Place crayon rubbing here

Tips for Enriching Your Experience:
• Talk to the locals! If you are visiting a site for the first 		
time, explore your community and speak to a trusted 		
adult who works at the site! Some key people to 		
meet may include a park ranger, tour guide, historian,
or city staff person.
• Be prepared—always! Keep your guidebook and map 		
with you in your car or backpack all summer long; an 		
adventure is always around the corner!

Stewardship message

Clue

Match this symbol

How to Make a Rubbing
l.		 Find the correct page in your guidebook.
2. Place the designated area of the corresponding 		
			 page over the symbol.
3. Rub the side of the crayon slowly over the paper 		
			 and watch the symbol take form!
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• Remember: It’s summer! We want you and your
family to be safe this summer! Remember to wear
sunscreen and sun-resistant clothing, bring plenty of
water and snacks, and don’t forget your camera, firstaid kit, and insect repellent!
• Be a good steward! We care about all living things and 		
want to protect the land, animals, and fellow human
beings so that future generations will have wild and
precious places to explore!
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Visit www.turkeyrivercorridor.com to find links to trail
maps, local events, and more! We would also love to see your
pictures as you are visiting the safari sites. To share pictures
with us, please visit our Facebook page, follow us on
Instagram, or email them to us at turkeyrivercorridor@gmail.
com.
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Let the safari begin!
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITES

Here are some extra activities you and your family can enjoy
practically anywhere!
l. Check ahead of time and see if there is a class or
activity happening. Many of the sites have terrific websites 		
to let you know what is offered!
2. The limestone bluffs that surround the Turkey River Valley 		
are a great place to look for fossils and interesting rocks. 		
Check it out and start a collection of your own!
3. Visit your local farmer’s market before your
adventure and pack a picnic!
4. Bring your fishing pole and catch your supper!
5. Bald eagles and many other native birds can be seen all 		
along the Turkey River. Start a journal to record all that you
see during your safari adventure!
6. Go to your local library to find out the history and stories 		
surrounding Clayton and Fayette Counties. Just ask your 		
librarian to hear a good story!
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FAYETTE COUNTY SITES

Things to Do At Each Site

Lover's Leap
Turn at the Intersection of High Street NE and Sandpit
Road (428 Sandpit Road, Elkader) and Turn Left to the
Turkey River Water Trail Access #39A(1).
This promontory overlooking the town of Elkader got its
name from a sordid bit of local folklore.
The story goes that a young man named Lou Millville, in
search of lead mining areas north of Dubuque, fell in love
with a local Native American woman named White Cloud
in the 1830’s. He followed two people from her tribe into the
wilderness, thinking they had a mine in the area, but they
captured Millville and ordered him to jump from the cliff.
He fought back, and was knocked unconscious, only to be
discovered by White Cloud who thought he had died. In
despair, she threw herself from the cliff. He awoke to the
horrifying discovery and jumped from the cliff himself.
Whether the story is truth or fiction, the name has stuck for
over 150 years.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find the Water Trail Access Sign
near the river and look up to see the
overlook.
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Central School Elementary Playground
400 1st Street NW, Elkader
(Next to the ball diamond across from the School)
The Central Community School District is located in
Elkader, Iowa and includes the surrounding
communities of Elkport, Garber, Littleport, Mederville,
St. Olaf, and Volga.
In October of 2021, a new playground was constructed at
the Central School Elementary.

CLUE: Take the stairs down to the new
playground and look around near the
one of the corners.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

11

Founders' Park
400 S Main Street, Elkader
Founders’ Park was developed after the 2008 flood on the
Turkey River. Nearly 30 homes were purchased with a FEMA
grant and demolished in order to return the area back to a
flood plain.
The park boasts a wonderful playground, performance area,
walking trails, and a Chimney Swift Tower.
The tower is part of an on-going project, sponsored by the
Friends of the Sherman Swift Tower, to provide education
about the chimney swift bird and their habitat. Althea
Sherman (1853-1943) was a nationally known ornithologist
who studied birds at her home in National, Iowa. This species
of bird has suffered a sharp decline as chimneys fell into
disuse across the continent. The group hopes to attract
chimney swift birds to nest here in the park.
A fun feature in the park is the giant "Elkader" chair. It's a
great photo opportunity!
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find a welcoming archway
in the park.
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Earthmoving Legacy Center
24412 IA 13, Elkader
The Earthmoving Legacy Center is a 38,000 square foot
facility to showcase the rich history of earthmoving.
The collection spans from the 1880's to 1940, focusing
primarily on the evolution of the Caterpillar Company. It
came about as a way for John Moyna to share his large
collection with everyone, whether they’re an avid tractor fan
or a class of curious students.
In creating the Earthmoving Legacy Center, they have had
the opportunity to allow other collectors to loan their pieces
as well, to help showcase early track-type tractors from
Caterpillar, Holt Manufacturing and C.L. Best
Manufacturing. The collection will feature approximately 50
early pieces, ranging from horse-drawn earthmoving
equipment to the 1940’s era.
Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:00pm
Entry Fees: Adults - $15, Children/Seniors - $10, Family - $30
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Look around the entrance to
the museum.
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Elkader Train Depot
1000 Mascara Road, Elkader
The Elkader Depot Project's goal is to build a Depot and a
Museum that will provide history of the Milwaukee Road
that traveled through the area.
Construction of the depot continues with an expected
opening date in 2023.

CLUE: Stand at the entrance of
the George Maier Rural Heritage
Center.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE
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Motor Mill Historic Site
28518 Galaxy Road, Elkader
The Motor Mill Historic Site, a monument to northeast
Iowa’s ever changing agricultural industry, includes five
preserved limestone structures (Mill, Cooperage, Icehouse,
Inn, and Stable). Stone for the construction of the Mill was
quarried from atop the bluff north of the mill and lowered
down in a specially designed cable car system. German
stonemasons from nearby communities built the mill, which
began operation in 1870.
The Motor Mill Foundation is currently working to secure
funds for restoration of the 1870s limestone Inn. Restoration
plans include preservation of historical components
including structural elements that place the Inn on the
National Register of Historic Places. The Inn (est. 1870) was
flooded in 1991 and 2008. Plans include flood-proofing the
main floor, and installing new mechanical systems.
The Inn will welcome visitors of the Motor Mill site, with
meeting rooms and overnight accommodations.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find a HUGE Clayton County
map.
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Osborne Archery Range
29378 IA 13, Elkader
These two archery ranges feature over 50 target lanes and
some of the most beautiful and secluded hiking in Osborne
Park. In spring, the forest lights up with wildflowers, and
in July, August, and September the Clayton County Archers
(who also help to maintain the range) host shooting
competitions with an array of 3D and moving targets.
The range is open year-round, but access is walk-in only
during the winter. Archers are advised to bring their own
targets outside of competitions.
Visit www.ClaytonCountyArchers.com for more information.

CLUE: Look for the "Range Rules"
near the entrance.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE
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Osborne Nature Center: Pioneer Village
29862 Osborne Road, Elkader
The McDermott-Byrnes Creamery Cellar, also known as
the Twin Spring Creamery, was part of the thriving town of
Osborne.
Visit the original Osborne train depot and store (the white
house) along with a reconstructed general store, blacksmith
shop, and hotel façade.
The cabin and one-room schoolhouse were brought to
Osborne from elsewhere in Clayton County, but exist in their
original condition.
The pioneer village comes alive during the CCCB’s annual
Heritage Days, a two-day festival in the second weekend of
October, featuring a farmer’s market, historical
demonstrations, live music, and thousands of visitors from all
over the Midwest.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find some information about the
creamery.
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Mederville Bridge
40000 Eclipse Road, Elkader (Mederville)
Turn at the intersection of C5X and Eclipse Road
and continue until you find a grass parking area
before the historic bridge.
This concrete arch bridge crosses the Volga River just outside
of Mederville, in Cox Creek Township. Featuring two tapered
arch ribs that spring dramatically from concrete pedestals, the
bridge spans 155 feet over the deep ravine on the northern
edge of the small town.
The Mederville Bridge was built as a replacement for an
earlier structure at this crossing, a 155-foot, covered timber
Howe truss. Designed by Des Moines civil engineer James B.
Marsh, its construction was first let for competitive bids in
February 1918.
Relatively few open spandrel arches were ever built in Iowa.
The Mederville Bridge is noteworthy as one of the earliest
open spandrel arches built in the state.
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CLAYTON COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Look for historic
information near the bridge.
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River Bluff Reflection Park
Pine Street, Volga
Turn at the intersection of Pine Street and
Washington Street.
The River Bluffs Reflection Park was established this year in
Volga!
The park includes a new and improved canoe
access, updated parking, wildflower plantings, and seating for
the perfect afternoon picnic.
Enjoy an afternoon here with the family!

CLUE: Find a good place for a picnic
underneath the shelter.
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Erickson Wetland
Intersection of Bush Road and B Avenue, Wadena
Turn at the intersection (watch for a Fayette County
Conservation Interpretative Site Sign). Stop shortly
after the intersection to the left.
Roger Erickson participated in a project led by the River
Bluffs Scenic Byway and Northeast Iowa RC&D in 2015 to
demonstrate promising conservation technologies, practices,
systems, and approaches through interpretive panels along
Iowa's byways.
The project helped promote landscape based systems that tell
the story of environmental protection and natural
resource enhancement with producers and travelers using
Iowa's byways.

CLUE: Look out at the wetland near an
interpretive sign.
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Fayette County Freedom Rock
225 W Water Street, Fayette
Part of Bubba Sorensen's 99-County Freedom Rock Tour.
Located in downtown Fayette along West Water Street, the
Fayette County Freedom Rock features the rich history of
involvement of Fayette County citizens in the Civil War.
Images depicted on the Freedom Rock include:
• Upper Iowa University: Alexander/Dickman Building
• Henry Grannis: Upper Iowa University student that
served as a military flag bearer (carried flag made by
women at UIU) at the Battle of Shiloh
• Dr. Charles Coleman (C. C.) Parker: Medical doctor in
Fayette, IA that served as a Civil War surgeon at the
Battle of Shiloh and served as an expert witness for
• Abraham Lincoln at the Alamanac trial
• David B Henderson: Upper Iowa University student from
Clermont, IA that was a Civil War veteran and served as
the 1st Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives from
west of the Mississippi River
• Gov. William Larrabee: 13th Governor of the State of Iowa
• Image of an Eagle & a Peacock (Upper Iowa University
mascot)
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FAYETTE COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find a circular sign near the
rock.
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Echo Valley State Park
9672 Echo Valley Road, West Union
Echo Valley, located two miles east of West Union on Echo
Valley Road, is a one hundred-acre natural area. It was built by
the Civilian Conservation corps in the 1930’s.
The park contains many hand-built historical structures such
as a dam, keystone archway, lime kiln, and shelter house.
The Dick Jensen Trail and other hiking trails lead through this
historical park.

CLUE: Find a place to take shelter in
the lower part of the park.
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Fayette County Courthouse
114 N Vine Street, West Union
The Fayette County Courthouse, located in downtown West
Union, was built in 1923 and listed on the National Register
of Historic Places in 1981.
The building is located next to the city’s sustainable
streetscape, completed in 2013 through a Green Pilot
Program.
Built in Beaux-Arts style architecture, the current courthouse
was the third built in Fayette County. The first two buildings
were destroyed in fires.
The current courthouse was constructed in Bedford Stone
and the main entrance is solid bronze.

CLUE: Find flowers at the entrance to
the parking lot.
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Larrabee School
505 Larrabee Street, Clermont
For about fifteen years, both Governor and Mrs. William
Larrabee made a special study of school buildings. Wherever
Mrs. Larrabee went, she would visit the schools. They then
purchased the site where Larrabee School now stands. The
many years of planning and specifications finally were
satisfactory and the ground plans were submitted to an
architect, who put in over a year's work on them, until the full
plans and specifications were agreed upon. When they were
submitted to Mr. Larrabee, he told the architect to “double the
strength of everything – and we build”. The building is so
accurately planned and constructed, that it is likened to a
solid block of cement, stone, brick, marble and steel.
In 2021, the City of Clermont completed a project to expand
the nearby Larrabee School Playground by relocating the
basketball court and replacing swings. The Ball Diamond
Concessions building was also improved through kitchen
and bathroom repairs and improvements and installation of
an outdoor drinking faucet. This project was supported by the
Fayette County Community Foundation.
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FAYETTE COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Look for some maps near the
playground equipment.
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Clermont Opera House
400 Mill Street, Clermont
The Clermont Opera House Company was formed by
Frederick Becker, M.V. Dibble, B.C. Gruver, J.A. Ericson, and
E.H. Appleman. Shares were sold in the company, and building
commenced at once. It was finished in 1912 and was one of the
finest buildings in the county.
Seating capacity was 500, including the balcony. Because it was
the largest building of its kind in the county, a popular touring
stage group known as the “Winter Lyceum Course” booked its
best plays of the season there. Movies, dances, and orchestras
also entertained the local
community.
Currently, The Clermont Opera House is utilized for local
events and programs.

CLUE: Look near the entrance to the
opera house.
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Clermont TRRC Trail
24850 Canoe Road, Clermont
(Near God's Acres Cemetery)
The Turkey River Corridor is unique in its geographic size
and potential. The communities of Clermont, Elgin and
Elkader in Fayette and Clayton Counties are linked by the
special, scenic beauty of the Turkey River. Visitors relish
in the abundance of wooded hills and rich rolling plains,
streams and rivers, diverse wildlife, and recreational
opportunities.
The Corridor offers a multitude of activities including
walking, bicycle, equestrian, and water trails. In addition to
these recreational opportunities, Clermont, Elgin and Elkader
offer unique shopping and dining venues and various historic
attractions.
This section of the trail between Clermont and Elgin was
completed in 2014.
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FAYETTE COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Find a place to sit and rest
along the trail.
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Valley Canoe Launch/Bridge
Intersection of Canoe Road and Diamond Road,
Elgin
The 98-mile Turkey River Water Trail begins on the Little
Turkey River at Gouldsburg Park in Fayette County, merges
with the Turkey River near Eldorado, and flows southeast
through Fayette & Clayton Counties toward the Mississippi
River. The Water Trail features beautiful scenery and
numerous historic landmarks.
This access is one of the most utilized along the Water Trail
and connects to the Turkey River Recreational Corridor land
trail between Elgin and Clermont.

Find a map and more information about the water trail at
www.turkeyrivercorridor.com/water-trails/
CLUE: Head down towards the
river access and find some large
rocks.
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Elgin Historical Society Museum
231 Center Street, Elgin
The Elgin Historical Society was started in 1984. Their large
archive includes photographs, school information,
historical records, furniture, Elgin memorabilia, and
detailed Genealogy and Obituary records.
The Historical Society is currently working on a
restoration of the second level of the museum to provide
room for current exhibit expansion and a renewed focus on
"Tribes of the Turkey River."
Hours: Open Saturdays in the summer from 10:00am until
3:00pm or call for an appointment.

CLUE: Check the time and enjoy the
landscape.
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Gilbertson Conservation Education Area
22580 A Avenue, Elgin
Explore the nature center and experience a live beehive,
turtles, snakes, and educational games. Head outside to the
new certified natural playscape to play some music, crawl
through a log, and dig up a dinosaur!
Walk through the Mavis and Conner Dummermuth
Historical Building and see one of the largest collections of
barbed wire in the world and see what life was like "back in
the day" at the Hart Dummermuth Historical House. Check
out the timber sawmill, recently reconstructed to help tell the
story of the timber industry in Iowa.
Walk along the natural trails to the petting zoo and pet the
goats, pig, and bunnies and have a picnic. Walk the Turkey
River Recreational Trail to the campground and spend time
primitive or RV camping and even check out the
accessible trail on your way to the equestrian campground.
Continue on foot or on horseback on the 7+ miles of nature
trails. Practice your paddling skills on the pond with the
kayak launch or walk out on the dock to catch some fish.
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FAYETTE COUNTY SITE

CLUE: Learn about the River Bluffs
Scenic Byway and enjoy the natural
playscape.
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Conservation Tips
• Ride your bike or walk.
• Turn off the light as you leave each room.
• Conserve water when you do the dishes, brush your
teeth, and shower.
• Recycle paper, plastics, and metals.
• Reuse what you can’t recycle.
• Eat locally to save transportation costs.
• Spend time in nature.
• Limit the time you watch TV to one hour a day.
• Plant a garden.
• Open a window instead of using the air conditioner.
• Donate items you no longer need.
• Use rechargeable batteries.
• Compost leftover food waste.
• Visit a farmer’s market—get to know your local farmer.
This guidebook was printed on recycled paper and is part
of our journey to save the environment. We ask that you
try to reduce, reuse, and recycle as well!
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For the purposes of clarity, not all roads are shown on the map.

Color Your Adventure
Draw a picture to help you remember the
Turkey River Safari!

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Platinum

Hurdal Inc./Nelson Family Fund
Allamakee-Clayton REC
Dairyland Powe Cooperative
Fayette County Economic Development & Tourism

Gold

Bank 1st
Elgin Community Betterment Club
Elgin State Bank
Freedom Bank (Elkader
TJ's Pizza

Silver

Alpine Communications
Mrs. Catherine T Britt
Clayton County Development Group
Elwood, O'Donohoe, Braun & White, LLP
Fennely's Irish Pub
TD's Sports Bar & Grill
ThINK Custom
Torkelson Motors, Inc.
Valley Fresh Market

Bronze

Andy and Maureen Johnson
Elkader Area Chamber of Commerce
Palmer Lutheran Health Center
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Hurdal Inc./Nelson
Family Fund
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