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Venture downstream from Eldorado on this particu-
larly scenic stretch, and you will encounter pine-
topped limestone blu� s on your way past Huntzinger 
Bridge Access (#79). Other access points include the 
Turkey River Canoe Access (#71) and the Tessmer 
Access (#68). 

Just upstream from the City of Clermont, you will 
see warning signs as you approach the Clermont 
DAM. As your round the � nal bend before the dam, 
there will be a blu�  on your right. You must portage, 
and takeout is on river-right at Clermont’s River Park 
(#64A), where you will � nd nice restroom facilities, a 
picnic shelter, play area, and a universally accessible 
viewing deck.

Motor Mill

Gouldsburg Park (#98) is a multi-use recreational 
area marking the o�  cial put-in�and�beginning of 
your�water trail�journey down the Turkey River.� 
Here, Crane Creek merges with the Little Turkey 
River and � ows peacefully downstream for 12.2 
miles�before merging with the main stem� of the 
Turkey River at Eldorado. A�shorter 7.7 mile day trip 
can be made by taking�out at the Auburn access 
(#90). 

As�you begin�your voyage, large native oak trees 
sprawl over the left side of the river setting the tone 
for a�diverse and�unaltered tree lined river corridor.� 
Shortly�after drifting�under the � rst concrete bridge 

You will begin your journey at the largest spring 
in Iowa: Big Spring. Here, the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources rears trout to catchable size 
and stocks them into 19 Northeast Iowa � shable 
streams.  From Big Spring (#47) it is an enjoy-
able 7.6 mile voyage down river to the Elkader 
Takeouts (#39A (1) and #39A(2)). About one mile 
downstream on the right bank, a large bald eagle 
nest may be seen at the top of a cottonwood tree. 
Eagles can be found soaring on thermals above the 
blu� s as you paddle this stretch. 

Upon arriving in Elkader you will notice the large 
water tower, be prepared to portage on river-left or 
river-right. DO NOT pass the portages as the dam is 
located just downstream. River users will portage 
around a large dam and the historic Keystone Bridge.                                    
Gradient: 3.9 feet/mile

C�������(A����� ���B) �� E����/G��	������ P���(A����� ���A �� ��B)
This � ve mile section of the Turkey River Water Trail 
meanders through one of the most popular segments 
of the river. Users will encounter some white water, 
unequaled scenery, and one of the best � sheries 
on the river. Clermont is known as “Brick City” and 
is the home of several historical sites, including the 
Montauk mansion. Those looking to camp can enjoy 
the Skip-Away Campground and Resort. This private 
entity sports an RV park, restaurant and lounge, as 
well as kayak and canoe rental. Clermont’s business 
district provides restaurants, a convenience store, as 
well as antique, gift, and art shops. 

Floating downstream from Clermont (#64B) you will 
come to the Valley Canoe Access (#62). This launch 
is in the center of an expansive valley known as the 
Shin Bone Valley, named as it is home to sacred burial 
grounds for many generations of Native Americans. 
From the Valley Canoe Access, continue downstream 
to Elgin, a town known as the “Little Switzerland of 
Iowa.”  There you will � nd the Gilbertson Conservation 
Education Area (#59E & 59W) which o� ers modern 
and primitive camping facilities, a variety of trails (uni-
versally accessible, equestrian, cross country skiing, 
and bicycle) along with the Gilbertson Nature Center, 
historical museums, a petting zoo, bird watching and 
a natural playscape with a dinosaur dig. 
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This section of the Turkey River Water Trail begins 
at Gilbertson Park (#59) and soon enters Clayton 
County. This � oat of 11.9 miles features a mean-
dering river and a landscape of blu� s, timbered 
shorelines, and the serenity of nature. The visitor 
may encounter bald eagles, whitetail deer, and the 
occasional river otter. Exit on your left at Big Spring 
Trout Hatchery (#47), or continue ½   mile to exit 
right at Frieden Park (#46). Be aware that there is 
no bridge between the Big Spring Hatchery and 
Frieden park.
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This 6.5 mile scenic section of river is accessed 
from historic downtown Elkader (#39B). Elkader’s 
eclectic shops and ethnic restaurants draw visitors 
from around the region. The Elkader Opera House 
hosts both local and national music and theatrical 
performances. Elkader boasts extensive public and 
private campground facilities, bed and breakfasts, 
and multi-use land trails for water trail visitors who 
want to spend more time in the area. 

Cross under the Highway 13 bridge at Turkey River 
Park (#38), and all remnants of town are left behind. 
The river stays reasonably straight until you paddle 
past a large spring fed stream called Roberts Creek. 
Robert’s Creek provides a vital habitat for many 
spawning species of � sh including smallmouth bass 
and redhorse.  From the creek, the river meanders 
through a narrow valley with wooded blu� s. After 
� oating through a set of enjoyable ri�  es, historic 
Motor Mill can be seen down river on your left. Ride 
the ri�  es past the mill and through the leftward 
bend, where takeout will be on river-left (#32). 
Gradient: 3.4 feet/mile.
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the river provides extraordinary scenery for�several 
miles.� Large limestone boulders covered in moss and 
ferns line the bank.� Above you, hardwood forests 
claim the blu� s with the white bark of aspen trees 
lightly scattered in. �Smallmouth bass and native 
sucker species�can be seen darting upstream in the 
frequently crystal clear river.� Surprisingly abundant 
freshwater mussel beds (clams) can also be seen in 
this stretch, an indicator of a healthy aquatic com-
munity.� Past the Auburn access the valley starts to 
widen.�� After joining the waters of�the�Turkey River 
you pass under the Highway 150 bridge and an access 
can be found shortly after the bridge on the right. 
The 5.7 feet per mile gradient of this stretch provides 
frequent ri�  es.


